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De Gaulle Death Plot -- GIA Link 

French dissidents 


helped in planning 

13 \ Bub V ’.evirich 

Chicago Tribune 

Congressional leaders nave been secretly told n f Ven- 
.ai Intelligence Agency involvement in a plot by French 
dissidents ’o assassinate *he late French President Charles 
DfcGatUIe 

In the past tuu necks, a 
CiA representative disclosed 
sketchy details of the 

scheme while telling Capitol 
Hill lea- or s what they can 
p.vpcct to Isara as several 
Congressional committees 
begin separate probes ufthe 
international American in- 
ti*.. Cm 

While admittedly vague in 
i-* 0 -V* urging defi- 

nitely established that such 
a plan had at least been dis- 
eased a decade ago by per. 
sons *n tne CIA 

I'ho* much, however was 
disclosed dun.ig ihe brief- 
ing: 

Sometime :n ibe rmd-l‘J»30s 
oroiMih.. \%> <>r 1966 — 
uisddeat Frenchmen in the 
DeCauUb government made 
eotsfnci with the CiA to seek 
help in a plot to murder the 
French leader Who insti- 
gated 'he contact was not 
made clear 

Attempts on DeUaullc’s 
ti‘e bv extreme right-wing 
opponents in 1961 and 
tailed 

According lo me CIA briefing officer, discussions were 
held o ' bow bejt to eliminate DeGaulie, by then a thorn in 
the si i* tjf the Johnson administration because of his ouster 
of American military bases from French soil and his de- 
mands that t ie United States forces be withdrawn from Hie * 
rndocttiuta war .p 

Hie p?i»n is* said to have evolved after discussions be- 
tw 3e. CLA personnel and the dissident French. There is. 
however , no evidence the plot got beyond the talking stage. • 

V lured a.xassm armed with a poison ring was io "e 
d.pped into a crowd of old soldiers while DeGauUe hosted 
a reception o:r them. 

Yhe uher would make »ns appearance ute in the day • 
'vrten it cuwla oe -'resumed DeOaulle’s hand would be 
\v<:ary and pernaos numb irom shaking hands 
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• ahtp and Dec ■* xila fail 
t* detect tno tiny r /.c prick 

^ of poison penciling Mj 
'I rah. 

} 

-i The executing r wouM 
' ’ m strcil off to become lavt 
ti liie crow ? m tlio poison 
CMirsed throuvji DcGaulie .. 

. veins either * his heart or 
brain, depend:;^ on the 

f deadly potir*. i;sed How 

•p.lcklv deati would ha.? 
come was r *• divu’ged. If 
that was eve 1 discussed a* 
U..! time. 

The scheme -vmt' striking 

• parallels to the plot of Fred- 

• crick Forsyth’.* “Day of the 

Jackal/* a r.*. * ru* account 
o; *n attempted si na- 

tion of DeCauTk during a 
I9fc3 celebrnlior f he World 
War II UberuriemPT Flits 

novel was ‘iVoliaked 

In 1971, we’ a? r *r French 
dissidents a. re to 

have contacts fheC’A with 
their deadly reaVlife P r '>* 

• posal. 

Tn the vague eutHna 
presented the co * e < tonal 
k iders, there is xr hint of 
wiiat the CIA’s an a! ro’e 
/night have been ^ the 
plot reached fruition. 

Further, no evident * h ai 
offered demonstrati roc * tt at 
President Johnson ei her 
knew of discussions r he 
plot or approved of the* \ 

r ^sclosur« of the DeG»d'e 
-4 %ftsshtation sceni']: 
rn^ie^ the late general 
most powerful foreign 
«r..to crop up in tyh.4 xh 
ue&ri to hav-e been a C'A 
■ alt Uat'' fa&uur.cd d'UT^g 
the adininistrnfiona of Jdm- 
’ son <uh! Kermedy. 

Other schemes :*«ponidly 
ti Jifd by the Rc-kcftflrr 
Commission Lr.dtidv u 
murder of Domini r l-> 
piihlic Dictator RaJae rm- 
jllio in 1961 and the im -11- 
tng of South Vietnanwse 
chief Ngo Dinh Diem as 

• brofher. 


Frevi, i.s attpempta ca his 
life — 4 fLebomM'’ and a 
macMir ;;m ambusn — wers 
believed t o ha* o be«a 
soawnri by me lesrortat Sc- 
c r c l Arniv or grr. zavion 
conipwd of French army 
offlr'T , and former .‘^^ ria.a 
sett'-.n who VnmM r, o- 
Bar — 

!uv:il; dishoncro'' France 
hy ha rstre.it from the 
. Nur;h African colonies. 

Tho motives of the CIA 
p ^ fcnnei who app i. f it 
letr.c cntertaint'l ii:e A 
shu^ion plot nro ' -nr, 
L it tJieie is no Joubt De- 
Om ? ’7as then out of xa^or 
wifi W*ishmgton, 

Hm hud announced his in- 
tention to withdraw iromUso 
Jiorth Atlantic Treaty o. • 
.'linlsation in early i;*r; and 
iud or Jerod mister of 
American milltsry farr.es 
dad v\TO heud/^uariers 
t r Jm France. 

He had also if Tried a se^ 
*ies of critical statements on 
the Vic-i'iamesc War ‘a 1963, 
•if Un j i<#r neutraiity in !r.- 
dociiir.a and an end to for- 
• eign intervenfion. 

Ry i^ra. DeGauUe nad 
r.iade it cl»nr he blamed the 
United States tor ih« Viet- 
Hghung. un de- 
manded that Am --dc jus iis- 
engaga tluur forces nd 
leave Vlctr.nmc.ir a receive 
their own ailMrs 

lie had alsc Jolted .Vmeri 
can foreign p olicy hy declar- 
ing a grand de:dgn far a 
United Euro?? u^dcr r *ccch 
Ieaderjiiiip. 

un \(>v. -j 1970. Gliurlca 
DeGauilo — out of p-vaer 
after electoral reverses — 
died af h heart actrek 
w.dchine rekvisioa t\ hi* 
country home n the / 

J Col osn buy - .cjDcu ,: - F/g- 
liTes. 


The Fremoh dis^id^r V 

motive for the purported tNs- 
Gaidle execution pk»t t % 
ab?mdaatly cleaf. 
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phr a s - a > - 1 1 1 would t lu.sp OeGaulIe h«»nd in fr l en»?- 
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